
THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN 

DIVISION OF RESIDENCE HALLS 
MADISON e 

President E, B , Fred 
Bascom Rall 

Dear President Fred: 

April 11, 19 49 

RE:OE' IVED 
,1~H 13 

''R ESIDEN1'1S OFFICE 

In accordance with your request, I am enclosing a samp le application ca.rd 
which we use for assigning rooms in our residence halls. This question of 
race and relig ion has been one t hat h as been d iscussed at leng th each year, 
fo~ ,~e r1;:alize that such informat ion mi ght be used as a criticism of dis-
c:imi1;-ation, However, you will note that the statement preceding this ques-
~io~ is as fo l~o,7s: "Because of t he hig h pe rcentage of double rooms an~ our 
a.
7
sire to provide pleasant arrang e men ts for all, t he f ollowing information 

wi~l be helpful." We are presently having some additional applic ation cards 
P:inted, and I am attaching t h e revised copy which will be ·used on the back 
side of the application blank, You ,rill note that we have chang ed around 
some of t h e information requested and that questions referring to race and 
relig ion are definitely marked optional, 

To my knowledg e t here never has been any discrimination in assigning rooms 
to students at the university residence halls because of race or relig ion, and 
I am sure that there never will be. We are proud of the Wisconsin record and 
we have had a number of ne groes in our halls without any serious misunder-

standings, 
I have talked nth several members of the student anti-discrimination board 

and have also talked this matter over with our House F ellows. The only dif-
ference of opin ion which some members of the board have ,rl th me seems to be 
that they feel there is discrimination used because we do not assig n a colored 
person and a wh ite person tog ether without first making sure the arrang ement 
is satisfactory. We have no ob jection whatever to having a colored person 
and a white person live together, but we have felt it wiser to make the ar-
rang ements bef orehand, for other,·rise there is a g ood chance of embarrassment 
and misunderstand ing when the students arrive in the fall, I personally 
believe that we get a great deal farther by having colored people living in 
our hal ls, bein g members of our _house organizations and being active in our 
social and ath letic programs than we would by having a colored person and a 
white person assigned to a room together without first ascertaining that the 
arrang ement is mutually satisfactor y . That is the only reason wh y ,ve need 
this infor mation, and that is t he only way in which we use it, except occasion-
a lly when a re quest is made for a roommate of a certain relig ion, This is 
rather a rare request, however, and I believe t he only question involved is 

that of race, 
I feel c onf i dent that the Univers ity of 1.isconsin has had a g ood record 

as far as t he halls are concerned in reference to the race question, If you 
have any furt her questions or suggestions I will be g lad to supply you with 
whatever informa tion you ,·rould like , 

LB /e 
encl 

Yours very truly, 

Director 
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